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SUMMARY

The Influence of Jean-Francois Millet on the Depiction of Peasants in

Toson Shimazaki’s Chikuma River Sketches and The Broken Commandment

Jarupa RATCHANEEWONG

Toson Shimazaki’s Chikuma River Sketches and The Broken Commandment
were both written when Toson Shimazaki lived in Komoro City, Nagano Prefec-
ture. These two works share issues in common, for example the portrayal of na-
ture and some stories about peasants. Although it is said that they were created
using the same materials, but the way of depiction apparently differs. One of the
factors that causes changes in these two stories is the influence of Jean-Francois
Millet (1814-1875)’s paintings, which Toson Shimazaki would have seen when
he was in Komoro City.

While he was living in Komoro City, Toson spent time with Miyake Kokki,
the Japanese western-style painter. It said that through Miyake Kokki, Toson had
a chance to see many western paintings including Jean-Frangois Millet’s work in
Miyake Kokki’s collection, and those from the art and culture magazine ‘Bijutsu
Shimpo’ editeded by Iwamura Toru, a prominent art critic who had written ar-
ticles about Jean-Francois Millet’s view towards the creation of his work, ‘Millet
Ga-Ron’ in the same magazine.

In the essay Chikuma River Sketches, influenced by Jean-Frangois Millet’
s works, Toson chose to portray the peasants working in the field with blurred
faces. Meanwhile, in the novel The Broken Commandment, the peasants once de-
picted anonymously, were transformed into humans and became characters.

This influence of Jean-Francois Millet toward the changes of the depic-
tion of the peasants in Chikuma River Sketches and The Broken Commandment
demonstrates not only the role of the western art in Japanese naturalism litera-

ture, but also clarifies the process of the literary creation of these two works.



