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8 H 20 HIZ/NVICEIE LB FHA—ITIEHaIcSIL, 20%, R on-s
BB W THHARRELOPE KR EREZIT o7, B ED v S0 0@RFT, 4 iy
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IS D > T TOR T T ¢ TR V217> TE Y, TOFBNEORSE
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WL, 2004 SEDRIBINLISRDIERETH D 1 iz o1T 5 Z & I1THR 2D 572,
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4.1, EEH

RV AT =)V N1 v 7%, 2008 FEFEDS 1 BRSO 18 AE) G, 2011 FFITiX
B a8 WE, &1 16 WENPHGT IR Lol BBEHGET 7V, 77207
EEHIBICE TR > T, EEMRA X e LTREERT TV D,

ZZTAR—ALZAN HET) 7y bFAEIT) 2L DEREEZ THIZ, CEF
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KEMEREGET 2L, HEAPOEBENREE TY v ML E2{To Tz, L
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EEZROBMNE bER>TE Y, o, M ICHERCRELEZRD, FRFICHE S 20
FICHMLCH 5 ) BEMECHEIARHE T 220 SHITIE. TORY AN LA
B{EX, BEOHESTAMBREZEI#H LRI THA S, EHO THRLE O G2 7R
ADPEF > TWD] (@, 2011 &V FHIE, RRARENPORFENES HE L TOR
— AV ATV Rhy T EEBICRB LD TR, ZOH0—B L LTHD%Z
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FELAERERUHATHD, 2 OFED, RFAT>TIRoTc THNEANHT 52 &
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Why sport makes sense to people who live in poverty
—“Nobushi Japan” for the Homeless World Cup 2011: A case example-
Chiaki OKADA

The ninth Homeless World Cup was held in Paris from 21 to 28 August 2011. Over 600
homeless players from a total of 64 countries (48 men’s teams and 16 women’s teams)
participated in football matches. According to the regulations of the Homeless World Cup
Organizing Committee, all players must be at least 16 years old and have not taken part in
any of the previous Homeless World Cup matches. Additionally, players must meet at least
one of the following criteria: (1) have been homeless at some point within the preceding 12
months, (2) earn their main income as a street paper vendor, (3) be asylum seekers currently
without positive asylum status or be previous asylum seekers but have obtained residency
status after 1 August 2010, or (4) be currently in drug or alcohol rehabilitation and also have
been homeless at some point in the previous 24 months.

The purpose of this study is to clarify the value of sport for poverty reduction using the
case example of “Nobushi Japan,” Japanese team that participated in the Homeless World
Cup 2011. Field studies were conducted from January to August 2011, on 34 related persons,
including 18 homeless players, mainly by personal interviews. Additionally I was a
volunteer staff member for the Japanese team at the 2011 World Cup in Paris.

This study consists of three sections. The first section outlines the Homeless World Cup,
the Paris Cup in 2011, and the activities of the Japanese team for the Cup. In the second
section, I discuss the Cup, focusing on its characteristics as an “international”, “world-wide
mega”, “semi-anonymous,” and “competitive” event from the viewpoint of its benefits to
players. In the third section, I consider the significances of sport as a tool, referring to the
case of the Homeless World Cup.

In conclusion, the core significances of the Cup are to offer several opportunities for
participating players to gain self-esteem and to establish trust with other people. Moreover, a
series of activities for the Cup gave players hope and pleasure in sharing sporting
experiences, and, of course, exposed the difficulties in creating personal relationships. By
fulfilling their own role in the team, players gained enough confidence to return to society in
the future.

The Homeless World Cup is a trial to resolve the worldwide problem of poverty from
the roots using football, which provides a rare and precious opportunity to consider the

value and role of sport in contributing to solving social issues.



