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In Search of an Asian Model of Teaching Critical Thinking
Educational Practices in the Universities in Southeast Asian Countries: NUS, KMUTT, CU, and USM

Satoshi Ocmara and Taro MocHIZUKI

We offer a course entitled “The art of critical thinking” as a basic seminar, one of the courses in the freshman curriculum.
Through the practices of teaching critical thinking, we gradually recognized the presence of difficulties in critical thinking
education for Japanese students. Those include a skeptical feeling on the teachers’ side whether or not students could be real-
ly critical to others, their shyness could be an obstacle in expressing their thoughts, the cultural background could affect the
way of being “critical”, and the critical thinking education could be dependent on where it is given. Having those questions
with us, we started visiting a couple of universities in Southeastern Asia where we knew critical thinking education has been
in practice. The National University of Singapore, Chulalongkorn University, King Mongkut University of Technology at
Thomburi, and Universiti Sains Malaysia are all offering critical thinking courses or workshops to university students.
Although the details differ slightly, the four universities all had a modification in their critical thinking education to make it
more effective in their locality, such as careful choice of reading material. Comparison with universities in other Asian coun-
tries has led us to an understanding of a clear parallelism between the familiarity of critical thinking education and the global-
ization of market economy in Asia. Also through practices in our critical thinking education, we have found an interesting
attitude in Japanese students. Critical thinking education in our practice urges them to “think” on the spot by using a variety
of methods including dialogue communications, rather than giving them a set of known “knowledge”, which students would
otherwise transfer to their notebook and take home to prepare for the final exam. We think a thinking skill or competency is
not a mere skill of quickly assembling a set of given facts, but a skill that makes it possible to ask self a question, and then
deepen it in a problematization process, which eventually reveal a new concept that did not exist in the beginning of the ques-
tioning process. Our further challenge in the critical thinking education is thus to raise a question of what an Asian model of
teaching critical thinking should be like.
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