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The effect of intergroup status on ingroup cooperation among Japanese
baseball fans.

Yumi NAKAGAWA(Graduate School of Faculty of Humanities and Human Sciences, Hiroshima Shudo
University)

In this study, we compared the ability of both the Social Identity Theory (SIT) and Bounded Generalized Reci-
procity Hypothesis (BGR) to explain ingroup cooperation in real groups. We conducted the vignette experiments
that were designed as controlling various confounded factors to possibility influence ingroup cooperation among
Japanese baseball fans. In the experiment, we manipulated expectation of reciprocity, which was assumed as a
precursor of ingroup cooperation by BGR, by controlling knowledge of group membership. Ingroup cooperation was
measured by participants' intent of helping a stranger in four scenarios. According to Nakagawa et al. (2015, sub-
mitted), cost of ingroup cooperation can enhanced the psychological process of BGR, while ingroup cooperation
without cost proceeds both processes of theories. However, these experiments were unclear intergroup differences
and the effect of social identity was weak. Thus, we expressed the stimulus of intergroup status by the perceptual
priming to clear intergroup differences. But the result of the experiment was not support the effect of intergroup
status. The analysis that the effect of status was removed revealed both theories was not supported.

Keywords: ingroup cooperation, Social Identity Theory, Bounded Generalized Reciprocity Hypothesis, real groups.



