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The effects of decision making under risk on group polarization

Kaori AOKI (Graduate School of Human Science, Osaka University)
Keiichi KIYA (School of Economics, Osaka University)

Yushi TSUJI (School of Economics, Osaka University)

Yukari FUJII (School of Economics, Osaka University)

Naoki KUGIHARA (Graduate School of Human Science, Osaka University)

Arisk is a familiar and awkward presence that closely links our daily behavior. Especially when we decide things
in organizations such as company, the risk is an important factor to be considered. The purpose of this study was to
examine the effects of decision making under risk on group polarization. In the experiment, setting up three control
conditions, individuals/groups, face-to-face/non-face-to-face and positive/negative remuneration, the individual and
group risk averse were determined. The results indicated that group decision making was risky sifted compare to
the individual’s one, especially it was shown at the negative remuneration. Furthermore, this study also revealed
that there was no difference of the risk averse between face-to-face and non-face-to-face. However, it was pointed
out that the experiment design of non-face-to-face made it difficult to interact during the group discussion. There-
fore, further consideration will be needed with using more flexible decision making design such as a web chat and a
videophone.

Keywords: group polarization, risk averse, prospect theory
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