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Effect of utilitarian moral norm on the diffusion of responsibility:
An experiment using a game scenario

Kazunori SHIMIZU (Graduate School of Human Sciences, Osaka University)
Naoki KUGIHARA (Graduate School of Human Sciences, Osaka University)

This study aimed to verify the hypothesis that utilitarian moral norm, which focuses on maximizing overall
profit (minimizing overall loss), influences the diffusion of responsibility. We presented two scenes of the dilemma
game, which everyone except cooperators could gain profits (avoid losses) with at least one player’s cooperative
action, and asked whether they would cooperate or not in the game scene. In one game scene, the cost of coopera-
tive action (the profit that would be lost in case of cooperative action) was the same for all the players (control con-
dition), while in the other, the cost of cooperative action differed among players, and participant’s own cost was the
lowest among all the players (experimental condition). Findings revealed that the number of participants who re-
sponded that they would cooperate in the game scene was larger in the experimental condition than that in the
control condition. Further, the participants in the experimental condition estimated the obligation for cooperative
behavior more than in the control condition. These results supported the proposed hypothesis. Additionally, as a
future task, the need to measure behavior in a laboratory was suggested.

Keywords: diffusion of responsibility, cooperative action, dilemma game, volunteer’s dilemma, utilitarianism.
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