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<Civil liberties>

Personal dignity is at the core of the notion of fundamental human rights. This notion goes
back to French human rights declaration during the period of the modern people’s revolution.
At that time they gained civil liberties. These liberties are based on the assumption that a
state power should not intervene in private living areas. Civil liberties consist of personal lib-
erties, mental liberties and economical freedom. , |

Personal liberty, which is said to be the basis of individual freedom, is the first condition of a
free person. Without personal liberty, a person can do practically nothing.

As to freedom of mind, this includes freedom of thought and conscience (19) , freedom of
religion (20) , freedom of assembly, association, and expression (21) , and acad'emié free-
dom (23) .

Economical freedom guarantees that a person can freely live in and move in any place
where he or she pleases, and a person can freely have any occupation that he or she chooses
(22) . Moreover, it means that the right to own or hold property is inviolable (29) .

Economical freedom can be, however, limited by public welfare.

<Right to equality>

It is natural that the right to equality is guided by personal dignity. It means that all peo--
ple have the right to claim to be equally treated. For example, equality of the sexes, equality
of a married couple and equality of suffrage. |

There are various problems concerning the right to equality. For example, equality of the
sexes. After the second World War Japan has gotten rid of sexual discrimination in the statu-
tory system. However, in practice discrimination still remains. The International Women’s
Conference was held in Mexico city in 1975. In the next ten years each country had to get
ready for ratifying a treaty aimed at eliminating sexual discrimination. In 1984 Japan revised
the law of nationality and allowed a child from a Japanese father or a Japanese mother to be
J apanese. In 1985 the law of equal employment opportunity was enacted, in order to regulate

sexual discrimination at work. Recently the Japanese government is aiming at a gender-equal

society.
. L. . . L. . b» Lh & 2 To nuva%(
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A “gender-equal society” is a “society in which both men and women, as equal members,
have the opportunity to participate in all kinds of social activities at will, equally enjoy politi-
cal, economical and cultural benefits, and share responsibilities.” In such a society, the human
rights of men and women are equally respected. Women who desire an active role in society
may participate in activities of their own choosing, while men could enjoy a fulfilling home and
community life. A gender-equal society is a society built by men and women as equal part-

ners.

<Right to live in a society>

It was in the 20th century that the right to live in a society was guaranteed. The right to
live means that a state guarantees the livelihood of the economically weak such as the unem-
ployed, the disabled and the elderly. For that purpose, a state intervenes in living areas to
improve their living conditions. The Weimar Constitution, established in Germany in 1919,
was the first constitution in which a state guaranteed people “a life fit for human beings.”

The fundamental human rights gained during the 18th and 19th centuries were civil liber-
ties. A state that guaranteed civil liberties was called a night watch state. From the late‘ 19th
century to the early 20th century the development of capitalism led to great inequality in
social and economic life. Meanwhile the masses realized their political participation. Not
neglecting their demand, the state had to redress social injustice and economic unfairness.
Eventually states had actively intervehed in such social problems. A state has the obligation
to-guarantee all people a life fit for human beings, while people have the right to demand such '
a life. Such a right is called the right to live in a society. A state that guarantees the right to
live is known as a welfare state. With the development of mass democracy almost all states

have become welfare states.
' . . . . LenidA
the right to live in a society &
ATV I o h

a night watch state HZEEZR

H{LIoN

a welfare state fRALER

feledsilole

mass democracy AEREFFEFE

" <The fundamental human rights in the Constitution of Japan>

The Constitution of Japan says that the fundamental human rights are “fruits of the age-
old strugglé of human beings to be free”. (97) The Constitution provides that “the people
shall not be prevented from enjoying any of the fundamental human rights. These fundamen-
tal human rights shall be conferred upon the people of this and future generations as eternal
and inviolate rights”. (11) The fundamental human rights are based on thought of the natur-

al right, and are guaranteed as eternal inviolability.
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the average number of children one woman gibes birth to in her life is called the total special

birthrate. To maintain the current population, this total special birhrate must be 2.1. Although

in recent years the birthrate has been in decline, 2000 saw a slight recovery to a rate of 1.35.

LwolLi)ho

=

I PR I e N AN S (12 T

" (Unit: 1,000 persons  #: 1000.4)

Ministry of Heaith, Labour and Welface M4-SM% TACIBSRES | [ AR

Note: Figures tor 2000 are

wimates. 1966 was a special Year of the Horse. A girt bom in this year is superstitiously regarded as having a bad

osposition and is shunned as a bride. 2000828, BEFEBTOLDYE.
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These days, the birth rate is declining because of many reasons such as stress or lack of
time spent with the family. Nowadays, usually, people are more concentrated on their work
and on money then on having a good family life and many kids. Poverty rnay also be a cause
of this thing, when many people can’t afford to have children or to have more thaul one child.
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The first reason why the number of bilthrate declines concerning the living cost. People
have to spend great eunount of money on accommodation, transportation, foods, clothing,
insuranse, education. Second, parents have no time to take care of their children due to the
life that are getting busier and busier everyday. Finally’ it’s the world trend. All developing
country,s parents in the world charge to have one or two children. They want to have time
to entertain themselvés, and with a small, but comfortable family rather than a big, but incon-
venience family. ‘ |
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2. Modern Japan development is too high, 7245, Japanese women imagination of family was
changed. % L7 \>, Maybe they prepare so freely life live in European and US life.
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Age of First Marriage for Couples
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Noles: {. For 1947 uniit 1967, the age when Ihe wedding was held. From 1968 onwauds,
the age when lfie wedding was held or when the couple siaried living together.
2. The valua (.46 was added to the valus computed lor the mean marriage age
ol husbands and wives until 1991, In 1992, the lormula lor calculating the
mean marriage age of husbands and wivas was revised due o a revision in
the survey form.
Soutce: Stalistics and Information Dept., Minisler's Sacretariat, MHW, *Vilal Stalistics”
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Views on Women in the Workplace

DLz, EIBRVE TR,
(D Better for a woman not to have a job.

THFHEFEET S

EEU M

grow older

EHs

@ Better for a woman to have a job until marriage

- ® Better for a woman to halve a job until childbirth

Hrl-DEZ
ZH)EZHHEMB

(® Better for a woman to quit working alter childbirth and begin working again after children

@ Better for a woman to continue having a job even after childbirth
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Views on Women in the Workplace
@ FHPEThZBIAFERF LRI ZHIL v,
Better for a woman to continue having a job even after childbirth.
® FHIPETNIBIIMAFEZRD, FHPIKREL ZoTHALBUHELIZILOHER LV,

Better for a woman to quit working after childbirth and begin working again after children

grow older.
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BBV ERY, EVTNTRS, BEEDT Y I 2P AEERDIROANIELAY
WEHA, THAEFRITHTIWEEF{DD, HFEZ2ROLBREANHZI LA LE
Vo (EVINE)

A woman when she gives birth to a child, she becomes a mother, and she is the only right
person to take care of her child and give him the right education. That’s why, for a few years,
mother should quit working, until the child grows older. But there’s a problem, because in
these years while the woman does not work, she can forget many things about her work and
also can lose the work ability so she should receive a training course afterwards. (V—<=7
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