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Democratic Revolution as a Cause of Coup d’¢tats
—Unstable Civil-Military Relations in the Philippines after “People Power”—
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Abstract

This study examines how domestic political regimes affect coup d’états. Recent empirical researches on
civil-military relations have found a global decline in military coups, and it has been argued that it can be rare for a
democratic country to face coup d’état following the development of military modernization. However, I suggest that
the types of democratization be distinguished, and that transitional countries after a democratic revolution face coup
d’états more than other countries that experience top-down democratization and/or consolidated democratic
establishment. The government established by a democratic revolution has the ability and conditions to exclude the
military from politics and make them return to their barracks without any mutual agreement. Consequently, the
military exercises coup attempts because of dissatisfaction with the new government. This paper analyzes the case of

the Philippines after the 1986 democratization.
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! Jonathan M. Powell, "Determinants of the Attempting and Outcome of Coups d’état." Journal of Conflict Resolution, Vol.56, No.6, 2012,
pp-1017-1040.

PLUTFOT—4%%y &S, George Derpanopoulos, et al. "Are Coups Good for Democracy?." Research & Politics, Vol.3, No.1, 2016,
pp.1-7.

3 Curtis Bell, "Coup d’état and Democracy." Comparative Political Studies, Vol.49, No.9, 2016, p.1167.
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4 David Kuehn, "Midwives or Gravediggers of Democracy? The Military’s Impact on Democratic Development." Democratization, Vol.24, No.5,
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¢ Staffan I. Lindberg And and John F. Clark, "Does Democratization Reduce the Risk of Military Interventions in Politics in Africa?."
Democratization, Vol.15, No.1, 2008, pp.86-105. ; Jonathan M. Powell and Clayton L. Thyne, "Global Instances of Coups from 1950 to 2010: A
New Dataset." Journal of Peace Research, Vol.48, No.2, 2011, pp.249-259.

7 Samuel Edward Finer, The Man on Horseback: The Role of the Military in Politics, New Jersey: Transaction Publishers, 2002.

8 Karen L. Remmer, Military Rule in Latin America. Routledge, 1989.

° Aaron Belkin and Evan Schofer. "Toward a Structural Understanding of Coup Risk." Journal of Conflict Resolution, Vol.47, No.5, 2003,
pp.594-620.

10" Samuel P. Huntington, “Reforming Civil-Military Relations.” Journal of Democracy, Vol.6, No.4, 1995, pp.9-17.

1" Janusz Onyszkiewicz, “Poland’s Road to Civilian Control” in Larry Diamond and Marc F. Plattner eds., Civil-Military Relations and
Democracy. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996, pp.99-109. ; Wendy Hunter, Eroding Military Influence in Brazil: Politicians
against Soldiers. University of North Carolina Press, 1997.
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