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Tales of Robin Hood and his merry men in Sherwood Forest, like the old fairy tales, never die but and
told again and again . There is as enchantment in them which never fades, and still has the power to

()

carry people away .
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SUMMARY

The imagination of ‘the actors like children’
——Akihama Satoshi’s Yojitachi no Ato no Matsuri, Robin Hood——

Wataru SuGawa

This paper discusses how enormous is influence of children’s
characteristic on theatrical idea of AKIHAMA Satoshi (1939-2005) who is
a Japanese dramatist, a director and a teacher of theatre. I examine this
theory through the performance and creation of Yoji Tachi no Ato no
matsuri (Infants have done 1968) and the series of Robin Hood (1979-).
He created Robin Hood with mentally challenged and disabled persons
from ‘Azami and Momiji ryo’ vocational aid centers in Shiga prefecture.

In most of Akihama’s dramas, theatrical structures are destroyed
by atypical characters at the end of the dramas. In the infants have
done, he used childish dialog and children’s play as the important means
revitalizing Japanese stagnating society.

In the series of Robin Hood, Akihama identified performers who
were free from theatrical orders with ‘curious children’, and called them
‘the actors like children’. They became one of most important elements

of good actor’s attitude of mind in his 70’s theatrical education.
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