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An Analysis of Adult Literacy Learners in Nepal :
In the Context of Caste Society

NAGAOKA Chizuko

Since 1951, Nepal has carried out a series of development measures for its modernization, but there still
remain various uncertainties politically, economically and socially. Educational development policies are faced with
various problems.

Non-formal Education (NFE) programs are regarded as priority policy matters and literacy education is practiced all
over Nepal, particularly for adult women.

NFE programs are led by NGOs rather than by the government, and the number of NGOs concerned is
said to exceed 500. However, most of those programs do not seem to be paying proper attention to the reality and
true needs of the learners as far as the stance and perspectives of the program providers imply. Also, competition
among NGOs is on the increase, and Nepal is becoming a kind of ‘market for development projects.’

Based on existing research, this paper attempts to reexamine ongoing literacy programs in Nepal and to
analyze their implications for the learners in the context of caste society.



