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In Japanese writing, some expressions occur with a parenthesis like the form “X (Y),”
as shown in the phrase “Tokyo Daigaku (To-dai).” This paper investigates an expression
that does not contain Y and is used as Internet slang like “Tensai ( ),” and shows its
semantic and functional characteristics (hereafter Null-Parenthesis).

First, I introduce some previous research on parenthesis sentences. Research on
these expressions began in the field of natural language processing, and has been carried
on by theoretical linguistics, such as Relevance Theory or Cognitive Linguistics. This
paper empirically shows that schematic descriptions in previous studies are not
semantically adequate because of the idiosyncratic features of Null-Parenthesis. This
suggests that semantic characteristics of some parenthetical expressions need a lower-
level (individual) description, rather than an abstract description.

This paper observes some behaviors of the Null-Parenthesis associated with several
grammatical phenomena. It examines: (i) comparison of the Null-Parenthesis usage with
a square-bracket expression; (i) the acceptability in the interrogative sentence; and (iii)
the occurrence position of the usage of the Null-Parenthesis. This examination indicates
that the Null-Parenthesis conveys the cynical attitude of the writer on the word (or
phrase) immediately before the parenthesis. Further, this paper points out that (iv) the
Null-Parenthesis cannot appear in the specific event or action, and (v) when the verb that
occurs with the Null-Parenthesis is taken as a possible form [- (rar) eru], the Null-
Parenthesis can only be accepted in the attributive possible meaning of the verb. This
means that the Null-Parenthesis has a constraint that it cannot express the cynical attitude
toward a specific event, but instead toward a property of the thing. Based on that
consideration mentioned above, this paper argues that the Null-Parenthesis can be
generalized as follows; it conveys the cynical attitude of the writer to the property

designated by the preceding word.

* A Descriptive Research on a Japanese Null-Parenthesis (ITAGAKI Hiromasa)
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In addition, this paper looks into the semantic extension of the Null-Parenthesis, such
as “Mou shukudai akirameta ().” It presents that this type of usage can also be explained
by assuming the semantic generalization mentioned in this paper, and Intersubjectivity
proposed by Traugott (2003).

In conclusion, even though the Null-Parenthesis is a type of Japanese Internet slang,
often regarded as a peripheral expression, this paper argues that this usage is not a vague

expression, but rather a “linguistic” phenomenon.

1ELC®IC

HAFEOHFSFHETIE (1) 0L ) ZAFEMRPLEIENZMEH LPrBEZ o b,
ENHIFX (V) OBXEFHOUFEMERIZHEMEZFFOLE R LN, T E T
OB INTE Hl2iX 2a) THRIIXOFW#ZEZ YD, (2b) THNIX D
g Oz Y A9 .

(D a HHERE OLK)
b. i TCHFFETI] Ewvnsiznii,

(2) a FFEBUGHIEL (NGO) (Hr1Lr Az 2010: 380)
b. £ Fu— (V) F—2X) (ibid.)

ARTIE, CONFEMEHOI bY 2 F22vwHE (DT, AERRBEOZERE
(Null-parenthesis) &IE5) #ikH. Tt A 5 =%y bRAF V7 D—D2T,(3), @)
DEHIT FHMNIC—YOFEMZEDTART Z2EKHATH 5, AHIMEIHOZEHDLIL,
HOFFEIIH L TCHEETFORENGZRELRIRSE IR REHD, dIRIGHERT 2
A, ZCTHBIIRTE (3) %o THE] I LT (@) %5613 TR 23 LT,
HEFOWEN - EENLREBELZRL TV, !

3) ZoBEBHE 0. BRIHEATEVON L 2
4) BE ) 2RKDELLHBNNLBITEENSHLEITFITNNDICS

BIFAD R NFIZE > TRFBRMENFICEDbNE2D Lk v, LAL, (5) IR

LPIF, BIHO FRUIIFEDO LW, EHIZE23DTH S,
2 http://hamusoku.com/archives/9691868.html 2017/11/14 $RHL
3 http://blog.livedoor.jp/dqnplus/archives/1939294 2017/09/15 $RHL



MCHE 3%k 43

SNB LI, HREDA V5 —F v VAT YT R2FNTIHEHD Y = 7H A4 +TEAR
WEERZLTWAELLE, HARBREEELTCVWAI LIPS, T/ FHOHFR
X, (5) DIEMLHENTZIC [(ER)] 2otz Ebhd,

(5) a HHOHZVIEEIR [0 1. vl w)ERTlibhs [(%) ] OBETEHY
ALy PHEETT, 4
b. TOJ & [RE] [W%] H2vid Ty TR ] Lo 228K 4 v
FRATYZOVEDTY, FHIE, EEWEET (%) T IANE
fELborny £5, 9

72720, (6) TREND [(5)] LidEw, 2B (7) 0L ICRIcERSh
e Ko TVBIERERE 2D [(R)] DA RLLRBECERT L) THL, ©

FNIME %A 40 5% (58) Lokl 7z,
FNH B R 40w E xR L 72 (58)
FENBE DA A0 % O Lkl 7z,
N E DA 40 L xR L ()

(6)

ISE

(7)

ISEE

AHFEIL C OAFEMEHUC BT 2 ZHEOBRERIZOVWTERE T 5, £ LT, [H
MOMFAICEHLT, ZhE2MALAYFESNA) T2 A0 - FWICHT2EEFon
N - BERERBE A RIT S| L) BRI TE LI L2 FRT 5, S5,
PR L2 BRI oOFF 2 ) LI, CoFBI $72, KT L2 ERK—
WAt & Traugott (2003) AERT AR FBIEIC L o THRICHWDTE L Z L 2R3,
Ml LT AV =2 PAFG V7L LTHHAENZEBITH- TH, Sk
WCHD R X > T A ONE Z L2 FIET S,

2 1T
ZOITIE, FEREBNCE D ZW2E 2 MBI L. AR T _1iF 5 AR 22 A2
NETOMRTHTIRZ ENLEWI L2 FIET S,

4 https://kw-note.com/internet-slang/kuuhaku-kakko/ 2017/06/05 £RHL
5 http://www.paradisearmy.com/doujin/pasok_wara.htm 2017/05/30 $RIL
6 ZARRIEHIBNE, SNSRFLOH A ME2ELMET2HAANIAICH I Z LT 5 o7z, FlndaE 20
T BH1 ALK 2HRTH S, R LHHARATH 2720, ARTREEDS L AMERLA
TEBIO A ZEIRL . EFDGbETERT S,



44 HAEIMEBLO ZE B BT % Rlal & 4%
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