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An Examination of Sustainable Society
—From the Discussion on “Stationary State”
in J.S.Mill’s Principles of Politicail Economy—
Naoki KasHiMoTo

In this article, we consider what kind of society is a sustainable society.

We can no longer continue economic growth infinitely because the environment and
resource are finite. According to Daly, we cannot ignore that the economy is a subsystem of
finite biosphere that supports it. Therefore we must shift our idea from quantitative expansion
to qualitative improvement, thus making the transition to a sustainable economy.

Mill discussed the problem of development without growth 100 years earlier than Daly.
According to Mill, economic progress is not boundless and at the end of it lies the stationary
state. Mill welcomed nevertheless the state as society promoting human progress. He requests
that we should be content with the stationary state.

The society conceived by Daly and Mill, that is the one, which shifted from Growth
to Development, is not too desirable for us in this age, because the society will then be
accompanied with a limit of consumption. The limit conflicts with our freedom. In particular,
we need to impose restrictions on economic freedom.

However, if we accept the inherent biophysical limit of the ecosystem, our freedom

cannot but take such limits.
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