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SUMMARY

Philosophy of Fusion of Shinto,

Confucianism and Buddhism in “San-i-kun”

Shinkai NoGgucH1

In this paper, I discuss a philosophy of Fusion of Shinto, Confucianism and
Buddhism written in “San-i-kun”.

In early modern Japan, many Confucian scholars reproached Buddhism in
their books. About this, Buddhists wrote books about protection for Buddhism.
“San-i-kun” is the most famous book of these Buddhist books.

It was written by Dhaiga (1709~1782), a Buddhist monk. He was a member
of Jyobo sect. There are few biographical data about him, and little is known about
him. However, there is no doubt that he was an earnest trainee monk, and a man of
fine breeding. Also, he had free thinking and disliked existing bindings. He
published more than 40 books, and he wrote not only authoring about Buddhism
and Confucianism, but also entertainment books.

Below is his suggestions in Dhaiga: Good behaviors bring happiness, bad
behaviors cause evil. Shinto, Confucianism and Buddhism have this idea in
common. However, many people don't realize this, and experience a disaster as an
effect of bad behaviors. So, Shinto in Japan, Confucianism in China and Buddhism
in India, are made in order to lead people to right way. Accordingly, their core
ideas are same. When they stop reproaching of differences and acknowledge the
common point, peace will come.

This idea is a philosophy of fusion based on Buddhist teaching, 'Inga’. He
also well understood about Shinto and Confucianism. It seems that his philosophy
represents his hope that the 3 religions will realize their exclusiveness are wrong

and peace will come in the world.



