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SUMMARY

Japanese Imperial Succession and the Emperor’s Intention

Gen NOMURA

The NHK News 7 program of 13 July 2016 reported the current Japanese
Emperor’s intention to abdicate, and on 8 August 2016 a Message from His Majesty
the Emperor regarding his duties as a symbol of the State was announced. The
government presented to the National Diet a Special Bill on the Imperial Household
Law Regarding the Abdication of the Emperor for the speakers and vice-speakers of
both Houses to discuss in the legislative branch. On 16 June 2017 this bill was
promulgated, allowing for the possibility of the present Emperor’s abdication.

Taking into consideration the future, however, important issues still remain. As
was confirmed in the Diet, the process of the creation of the bill and its fundamental
point of view is to serve as a precedent for the future. The question of whether, in the
process of creating a bill that is to comprise a future precedent, the message of 8
August 2016 should be included, which is to say whether a future emperor might
give a similar message, remains ambiguous.

There is probably no other means for the Emperor to explain his mental and
physical condition to the government and the people other than to do so through a
declaration of intent. This message was “delivered under consultation with the
Cabinet,” as the Emperor stated in the press conference of 20 December 2016.
Nevertheless, if the message, involving those concerned with constitutional process,
and forming the direct impetus for the creation of a law regarding imperial
succession is to be considered unconstitutional, the questions of what becomes of the
message given by the Emperor who is subject to the current constitution, and the
reason for such extensive constitutional regulation of the Emperor’s declaration of
intent, must be considered.

Regarding the Emperor’'s message of 8 August 2016, through examining the
perceptions of the concerned government parties regarding that message, this paper
presents an amelioration of the points at issue and the system, looking toward the
future, as concerns the declaration of intent given in the message of the Emperor,

who is subject to the current constitution.



