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SUMMARY

On the Adaptation of East Lynne by Mrs. Henry Wood
into Koi no Yami and Ko-Bonno by lhara Seiseien:
The Ideal and the Limitation in Shin-Kowa

Reiji KoHAsHI

Thara Seiseien (B 4 Bl), a Miyako Shimbun journalist, adapted East Lynne
(1861-1862), by Mrs. Henry Wood (Ellen Wood), from 1905 to 1906. East Lynne
was a representative sensation novel, a literary style that prospered in the British
Empire during the 1860s. Seiseien adapted East Lynne during the Meiji era and
serialized it in Miyako Shimbun. The slogan he used at that time was ‘Shin-kowa’ or
‘New Lecture’. According to Seiseien, the ‘Shin-kowa’ should have been a lesson for
the Japanese after the Russo-Japanese War. What was the lesson that Seiseien took
and adapted from East Lynne?

This paper focuses on the first adaptation of East Lynne in Japan by Oda
Junichiro, called Isako (1889). An analysis will be made to understand the
differences between Seiseien and Oda. This methodology will clarify what the
aforementioned lesson was. Furthermore, an analysis will be made regarding the
change of the protagonist character by Seiseien and his misunderstanding the
concept of ‘governess’. Based on these considerations, this paper will clarify the
‘ideal’ and also the ‘limitation’ of ‘Shin-kOwa’ as seen through Seiseien’s adaptation of

East Lynne.



