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SUMMARY

Historical Change of Nouns Preceding the Particles -Ga and -No
from OId to Late Middle Japanese

Mutsumi Goto

In classical Japanese, the particles -ga and -no are used as either the subject
marker or adnominal marker and have limitations in the type of noun they can be
used with. In modern Japanese, -ga and -no are differentiated into subject marker
and adnominal marker respectively and also have no restrictions in the type of noun
they can be used with.

In this paper I aim to examine the process of historical changes in the types of
noun preceding -ga and -no, focusing in particular on the change from Old to Late
Middle Japanese by using Silverstein’'s nominal hierarchy (Silverstein 1976) for
investigation of these changes.

By examining data from Old to Late Middle Japanese, I point out the
following facts. First, the distribution of -ga and -no follows Silverstein’s hierarchy
until the 13th century. Second, the range of nouns used with subject marker -ga and
-no expanded in the 14th century and subject marker -ga was used more frequently
than -no for almost all types of noun in the 16th century. Third, with adnominal
marker -ga and -no, the range of nouns used with -70 expanded in the 14th century,
and -no became the main adnominal marker for almost all types of noun in the 16th
century. But the range of nouns used with -ga did not expand.

The distinction in the usage of -ga and -no was originally related to some
semantic features of the preceding noun, but later changed to a syntactical distinction
in that the usage of -ga and -no were more commonly used as subject and adnominal

markers respectively.



