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SUMMARY

Tracing the life of Japanese Style Painter, Fumie Taniguchi:

Interview with Mr Fujio Funada

Megumi KiTAHARA

This article concerns a Japanese female painter, Fumie Taniguchi (1910-2001)
and attempts to understand her life and artworks by interviewing Mr Fujio Funada,
her eldest son. Taniguchi Fumie belonged to the blue dragon company (Seuryu-sha)
presided over by Ryushi Kawabata in the 1930s in Tokyo, and her paintings attracted
attention in the art because of its modern female images.

Due to exacerbation of WWII, she was evacuated to Kure from Tokyo with her
husband, Mr Gyokuju Funada, and gave birth to her son just before the end of
WWIL Then she was divorced, took her son with her and return her parents’ home in
Urawa. In 1955 she left her son behind and migrated to the United States and ended
her life in the States.

Mr Fujio Funada was separated from his mother (Fumie Taniguchi) at the age
of eight, was raised by his father (Gyokuju Funada) and had little to do with his
mother. However, later on, when Taniguchi’s picture drawn before WWII was
discovered, with this discovery as a starting point, he began to search for her
mother’s past.

Recently research on Fumie Taniguchi has made rapid progress. This progress
was unable to be achieved without enthusiastic and accurate archival research
conducted by Mr Fujio Funada. The author of this article has already written about
Tomie Taniguchi regarding her pre-WWII paintings (Megumi Kitahara, 2014,
“Japanese Painter, Taniguchi Fumie, Living in both ‘Modern” and ‘Tradition’ (1910-
2001)", Machikaneyama-Ronso, Japanese Studies, no.48, pp.1-25.)

This article provides an in-depth interview record of Mr Funada’s memories
about his mother and how he began to research his mother. In the interview, he
offered details about his family life with his mother before he was separated from
her and how he started to trace his mother’s footsteps. His narratives about this
mother shed light on a different aspect of Taniguchi’s life.



