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ABSTRACT

A New Horizon of Sovereign Education in Geography of Social Studies:
A Case of Geography at Junior High School

Kenji Tsutsumi

In these days sovereign education in social sciences has been paid attention in
Japan. Especially voting franchise and political right have become very important
subjects of sovereign education. But also geographical issues could be the subject of
the education. In the era of the Mega-Shrink of population, industry and economy,
the importance of geography in sovereign education becomes bigger and bigger. In
this article, at first, the author reviews earlier research papers, and puts them in order.
After that the author shows one example of classes of geography which was made
from the stand point of the sovereign education. He treated depopulated regions in
Japan as somehow issued, and made pupils think about shrinking settlements whose
conditions will be the same with many regions in near future, all over the Japan. As
a sovereign a pupil will soon face to several kind of regional issues, then geography
would be reliable discipline, because it can train pupil’s abilities of research,

analysis, solution and report about regional issues and phenomena.



