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SUMMARY

The New Compound Word mago+musuko Representing ‘Grandson’ in

Japanese Used in the Newspaper Articles

Chie TakAGI

This paper examines the new word mago+musuko (lit. grandchild son)
standing for ‘grandson’ in Japanese used in the newspaper. Japanese kinship
terminology is systematically unbalanced since it does not have a general word for
‘grandson’, although it has mago for ‘grandchild’ and mago+musume (lit. grandchild
daughter) for ‘granddaughter’. However, a word mago+musuko has come to be used
recently to refer ‘grandson’ in the newspaper articles written by journalists or posted
by readers. It is different from a word mago+musume found in many dictionaries,
and it is clear that mago+musuko is formed by analogy from that compound word.

This study analyzed the text database of three major Japanese newspapers,
namely the Asahi Shinbun, the Mainichi Shinbun and the Yomiuri Shinbun. Both
quantitative and qualitative approaches were applied in the data analysis. These
digitalized data of the newspaper articles between mid 1980’s and 2012 found the
earliest use of mago+musuko in the Asahi Shinbun in 1984. The quantitative analysis
indicated that the number of the use increased radically from early 2000’s. The data
also showed that the number of the word mago+musume increased from that time
consistently as the aging of Japan accelerated in which the aging rate exceeded
fourteen percent of the national population. This fact implies that the aging society
contributes more occasion to give a topic about their grandchildren. Moreover, it
motivates them to form a new word for ‘grandson’ as mago+musume to represent
‘granddaughter’.

The qualitative analysis of the text data indicates that mago+musuko is mostly
found in the articles posted by senior readers to specify the gender of their
grandchildren. It appears in the first part of the article, and the same person is
mentioned by the other word, such as mago in the later part. Hence, the limitation of
the numbers of characters in the newspaper articles is another motivation to form the
new word since fewer words are more preferable. This is also the reason why

mago+musuko appears in Japanese writing rather than speaking.



