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SUMMARY

Political Significance of the Third Century Elite Burial Mounds
in the Osaka Plain
Shinya FUKUNAGA

This paper approaches to the process behind the complex process of
the appearance of highly-standardized keyhole-shaped tumuli in the
Japanese archipelago in the middle third century A.D. This phenomenon
was an important epoch that marked the beginning of the Kofun Period.
The appearance of the keyhole-shaped tumuli whose mound forms were
shared by elites of various regions also distinguished from the regionally-
distinctive mortuary practices of the preceding Yayoi Period. Sharing of
the keyhole-shape might indicate that elites of various regions were
politically tied or unified. This political unification was under the direction
of the highest-ranking chief in the Kinai region where the largest keyhole-
shaped tumuli were erected from the middle third to the fourth centuries.
However, we have little knowledge about mortuary practices of the Kinai
region of the early third century. This has encouraged the author to
examine in detail aspects of elite burial mounds in the early third century
in the Osaka Plain, a nucleus area of Kinai. As a result, the author has
clarified that, while circular burial mounds were dominant in the northern
Osaka Plain, square burial mounds were dominant in the south. Since
keyhole-shaped tumuli were dedicated to the dead buried in the circular
rear mounds, the dominance of circular burial mounds in the northern
Osaka Plain might indicate that elite in the early third century there
maintained a close relationship with the highest-ranking chief in Yamato
(present Nara Prefecture) where the standardized keyhole-shaped tumuli
appeared for the first time in Japanese history.

keywords : keyhole-shaped tumulus, Yayoi burial mound, Yayoi period,
Kofun period, Osaka plain





