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Chigi’s Empirical Philosophy:
A Trial to Delete Images in the Mind

Noburo SATO

Abstract:

Chigi was a famous Buddhist monk who lived in 6" century China. He learned Buddhism and had realizations.

He gave teachings to his followers, who recorded his sayings and doings. These teachings are concerned with mind,
existence, and life and death. They tell a story that we catch at cloud.

This thesis offers a theory to understand his sayings and doings; it is quite simple. It is that mind is functional
and is invisible to the naked eye. This means that the mind functions to make various images. Therefore the mind
exists. However, the mind is only functional, and invisible to the naked eye. Therefore it does not exist. This theory
will lead us to understanding his recorded sayings and doings.

This thesis comprises four chapters, which will explore the realization at the core of his recorded sayings and
doings. In the first chapter, we will research engi, that is, co-dependence, which is a function called mind. In the
second, we will examine the development of the function of mind and realize that various images are phantoms
created by the function called mind. In the third, we will realize that mind is not only the creator of various images
but also produces wisdom that can see ku. In the fourth, we will realize that various images and ku are changeable

from one perspective but in fact not changeable from the other.

Key Words : mind, function, invisible, origin, no words to explain



