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On Bu-xu pian of the Shuo-wen jie-zi xi-zhuan

SAKAUCHI Chisato

The Shuo-wen jie-zi xi-zhuan (i.e. Xiao-Xu-ben), written by Xu Kai in the Southern Tang era,
consists of two portions. The first 30 volumes contain his annotation upon the Shuo-wen jie-zi which is
the oldest existing dictionary, and are named Tong-shi pian. In the latter 10 volumes, Xu Kai’s original
argument is developed.

This paper examines the features of the description of Bu-xu pian which is included in the latter
portion. In addition, compared with the order of radicals of Chinese characters in Bu-xu pian, this paper
examines the validity of that ordering in Tong-shi pian of the present edition of Xiao-Xu-ben.

Keywords: Xu Kai, Shuo-wen jie-zi xi-zhuan, Bu-xu pian
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