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Prosodic Characteristics of Skilled Reading in Japanese:

A Case Study on Improving the Reading Skills of a Non-native Speaker

KORI Shiro

Abstract: Experimental methods were employed to identify prosodic factors that may improve the skills
involved in reading Japanese sentences. In particular, effects of appropriate lexical accents and sentence-
internal intonation were compared. The skillfulness of two sentences of a Korean speaker’s manipulated
speech was assessed by 94 Japanese native speakers. Lexical accents and sentence-internal intonation
were systematically manipulated through speech processing software. The results revealed that the
aforementioned two prosodic factors work synergistically to increase perceived skillfulness.
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