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‘No’in Oneechan no Baka; How to Introduce It in
Teaching Japanese as a Second Language

Yuriko FURUKAWA

I sometimes use My Neighbor Totoro (director: Hayao Miyazaki) as a teaching
material for learners in late elementary level. Main Character, Satsuki’s sister,
Mei, yells to her sister, “Oneechan no baka (You, stupid, Sister)!” Mei said so
when she realized her wish wouldn’t be fulfilled. One student, who heard this,
asked me what the grammatical status of the “no” in “Oneechan no baka” is, and
he wondered why it is not “Oneechan wa baka (Sister is stupid).” Teramura (1991)
commented that “N1 ga N2 (N1 is N2)” can be transformed as “N1 no N2”,
and that N2 cannot be a word of compliments or praise and that it is a kind of
abusive language. Arai (1981) regards a hateful behavior as a kind of honorific
behavior and comments that this behavior is an expression of sociability, which
is only possible between people in a close relationship. Among these behaviors
are persiflage, nicknames, ill intent as a means of indulgence. He added that this
is an act to express the speaker’s intention most effectively. There is a restriction
to be an N1 as in “Oneechan no baka.” N1 has to be in a close relationship with
the speaker, or the speaker is under N1’s wing. In addition, the speaker has an
emotional dependence on the N1. Utterances like “Oneechan no baka” are made
when the speaker’s wish is not fulfilled. And the word that follows “no” has to
have a negative connotation like stupid, rubbish and junk. Words like genius,
beauty, which has a positive connotation, cannot occur in this position. In many
introductory textbooks, the particle “no” is introduced as the one to imply
“belonging” or “affiliation”, as in “Jidosha no hon (a book on cars). Japanese
learners these days are influenced by pop culture and anime, so they are more
likely to come across expressions like “Oneechan no baka.”

To sum up, setting up personal relationship and the situation in detail from
pragmatic point of view, expressions like “Oneechan no baka” should be taught
in an early stage.





