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Japanese Culture Understanding Lesson in International
Student Education Course:

Japanese Cultural Calligraphy Practice Report

Hiroko BABA

Calligraphy is one of many traditional Japanese arts, such as Flower arrangement
and Japanese tea ceremony. Even though many foreign students come to Japan
to learn about its language and culture, there is little chance to experience this
traditional art. A chance to delve deep into the Japanese culture and its fine arts
is one not many have. The experience most foreign students have in Japan is
rather shallow, because most of them have very few chances to actually get in
touch with such arts as Calligraphy.

1. Report frame

Report of "Understanding Japanese Culture" lesson. A total of 14 sessions (1
frame 90 minutes, 8 times, breakdown; 1 frame X 4 times, 2 frames x 2 times,
3 frames x 2 times) that are offered for undergraduate international students,
short-term exchange students, and research students in the National A University
foreign student acceptance program in Japan.

2. Objectives of the lesson
The goal of the lesson is to experience calligraphy and prepare a presentation for
the exhibition as talked about in class.

3. Contents of Practice and Its Process
Orientation and preparation 2 frames, calligraphy practice 7 frames, field trip 4
frames, Exhibition 1 frame totaling 14 frames.

4. Results and Discussion (Achievement of Target)
International students got an opportunity to notice that
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1) Calligraphy is difficult, but it leads to writing beautifully correctly;

2) The thickness of letters is different per person as well as how one uses the
brush;

3) Knowing the difference of traditional culture and contemporary culture.
However, I can not explain the writing method necessary for calligraphy as an
art form in the class, and we have not touched techniques such as ink shading
and blurring / bleeding. Also, visiting jinjya and the studying hall to know
the geographical characteristics, calligraphy practice and exhibition achieved
the goal of "Understanding mutual backgrounds of students and deepening
understanding of others and understanding of different cultures".





