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H.C. Andersen and Norway
A happy story seen through some letters

Nobuko Fukui
Summary

H.C.Andersen visited Norway for the first time in August in 1871, just four years before
his death. Until then he had a certain image of Norwegians and was afraid of their
somewhat hard and strong attitude and their straight way of thinking. But that image
began to change through the friendship with 27 years younger Bjernstjerne Bjernson.
He found warm-hearted sincere people who were willing to try to understand him just
as he was, including a woman writer Camilla Collett. During his stay in Norway he was
admired by young and old, who all loved his fairy tales. He was moved to tears by their
straight honest words and their loving hospitality.

= PN

Det norske Studentersamfunds Kulturudvalg. 1954. H.C.Andersen. Oslo og
Kebenhavn: Gyldendalsk Boghandel, Nordisk Forlag.

Det danske Sprog- og Litteraturselskab og Det norske Sprék- og Litteraturselskap.
1970-1974. Bjornstjerne Bjornsons brevveksling med danske 1854-1874 I-1I1.
Kebenhavn og Oslo: Gyldendalske Boghandel, Nordisk Forlag, Gyldendal, Norsk
Forlag.

Collett, Camilla. 1877. Fra de Stummes Leir: http://www.bokselskap.no/forfattere/collett/

de Mylius, Johan. 1993. H.C.Andersen — Liv og Veerk. Kebenhavn: Aschehoug.

Bille, C.St.A. og Nicolaj Begh (red.). 2000. Breve fra H.C.Andersen. Kebenhavn:
Aschehoug.

Det danske Sprog- og Litteraturselskab. 1971-1976. H.C.Andersens dagboger I-XII.
Kebenhavn: G.E.C.Gads Forlag,

208





