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Re-foregrounding of a small-scale community

Masato KAwAMORI

Japan is facing the limitations of large-scale facilities compartmentalized by target clientele,
particularly in remote rural communities, where population decline is most evident. It is fair to say
that there is a trend in the long term toward focusing on “home” and “community.” People become
most alive when they are able to live with a sense of self-worth, or, more simply, when they are
able to do whatever they want to do and for themselves. People should be free to pursue this
goal no matter what state they are in. We believe that the term “small-scale community” applies
to the entire process of identifying what individuals want to achieve, working out the concept of
“small-scale community” together as needed, and applying the resources that make it possible to
achieve these goals. The resources that enable the achievement of these goals can include health,
learning, or traveling opportunities for individuals, various public services that undergird these
opportunities, various networks created by people, and interactions of encouraging and helping one
another. A variety of knowledge is thus created through cooperation; the more significant this is,
the farther the “small-scale community” can extend.





