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Professor Zgusta’ s principal interest is historical anthropology which includes the
study of culture history and ethnogenesis. As a field researcher, he is also concerned
with contemporary issues, especially indigenous peoples’ strategies to cope with
modernization. As a student he acquired proficiency in several languages that allowed
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him to conduct field research in various regions including North America, North Asia,
southeastern Europe, insular Southeast Asia and several parts of Japan. This proficiency
also allowed Professor Zgusta to utilize extensive documentary material in various
languages in his research.

Most of Professor Zgusta' s professional anthropological activities have their roots
in his interests while he was a student. As an undergraduate student at the University of
Illinois, he became aware of traditional cultures and contemporary problems of Native
Americans living on nearby reservations. While taking relevant anthropological courses,
he visited indigenous communities in northern parts of the USA and Canada to gain
empirical understanding of the local populations. His interest in indigenous peoples
continued in his professional life when he surveyed indigenous peoples of other parts of
the world, including Hokkaido, Siberia and Indonesia. This knowledge enabled him later
in his professional life to conduct lectures and design courses on indigenous peoples,
their strategies to maintain and develop their traditional cultures, and coping with
contemporary economic and political problems. In the 1990s and 2000s he repeatedly
conducted fieldwork during summer and winter vacations in Siberia, while collecting
library material on North Asian ethnology and archaeology throughout the year. The
outcome of Professor Zgusta’ s prolonged research of North Asia and the circumpolar
zone of the world is a book on Northeast Asian ethnology and ethnogenesis (2015).

In his Master’ s degree program, Professor Zgusta focused on Indonesian and
Malaysian anthropological studies supplemented by intensive learning of the Indonesian
language and followed by field research of indigenous Dayak cultures of Borneo. His
field data combined with written sources became the basis of his master’ s thesis
which discussed cultural aspects of an ethnic complex of Borneo and reconstructed
their historical development. From this time until the present time Professor Zgusta
has endeavored to develop an interdisciplinary method of inferential diachronic
reconstruction that incorporates data from comparative ethnology, historical linguistics,
archaeology, and documentary and oral history.

Professor Zgusta tested the method of diachronic reconstruction combined with
structuralism and gender studies in his doctoral research on symbolic division of
domestic space and corresponding social and ritual aspects of households of eastern
Asia, especially Japan. The dissertation proposes two basic models. One is a pattern in
which the domestic space use reflects gender relations that favor the masculine principle.
It tends to correlate with patrilineal descent associated with hunting and pastoralist
practices and it is represented by East and North Asian dwelling space. The other model

emphasizes the symbolically superior feminine part of the domestic space and reflects
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the preeminence of the female principle in gender relations on the household level and
in the domestic agricultural cult. This pattern is exemplified by the dwelling space
symbolism in insular Southeast Asia. The thesis analyzed the Japanese domestic spatial
and gender symbolism and concluded that both models are present in it and correlate
chronologically with developmental changes in subsistence emphasis, folk religion and
social and gender relations.

Currently, Professor Zgusta is working on a manuscript partly based on his six month
spent in 2016 among the Tomun and other indigenous groups of southwestern Borneo
in Indonesia. Besides introducing general ethnology of these Malayic-speaking Dayak
peoples, the study attempts to correlate genealogies and historical events mentioned in
local oral traditions with those recorded in formal histories of southwest Borneo Malay

kingdoms.
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