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1

Selling Sound Track: A Reserch of
Cross-Media Animation Industry

YAMASAKI Aki

This paper examines change in the production of the Japanese cultural industry in the media
cataclysm through concentrating on style change in producing the soundtrack of TV animations.
Referring to articles about soundtracks in animation magazines, I will examine the change in

meaning and production-style of soundtracks.

We are able to divide soundtrack history into three phases. In the first phase, a soundtrack was
used as a tool to let viewers memorize the story. In the second stage, people bought a soundtrack
simply because they wanted to experience the novelty attached to a soundtrack disk. The transition
to the third stage occurred when music producers had a voice in making soundtracks. The sound-

track has developed from being a program sidepiece to an independent work.

Three changes generated this shift: the change of consumption style, the animation business,
and the production functions of record companies. This is a shift from being a participant in one
of the creative processes to that of being a collaborator. The animation-related industry is rapidly
transcending the boundaries of different types of businesses through businesses cooperating together
as they enter the digital information age, and the changes seen in soundtrack production are part
of such transition. A conventional media culture study has focused on how a work is made, but
the study observed only one side closely. We have to pay more attention to how a number of
industries participate in a work in the future. This paper is an attempt to interpret the change in
the involvement of these industries. The expectation is that there will be future experimental study

of how industries participate.

Key Words : Animation sound track C+SC music industry, Cooperation with different industries

music prducer
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