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The Role of Military Commander under Domestic and Foreign Situation during the
Reign of Taizu (Xfl) and Taizong (K%%) of Northern Song Dynasty: Focusing on Chief
Administration Office (Dubushu#RERE)

Kazuma ITO

The Northern Song Dynasty faced the military problems such as the campaigns
to reunify the China Proper, the military clashes against Khitay, Vietnam and Tangut,
and the assumption of the military forces to establish the foundations of powers by the
Emperor Taizu and Taizong during the reign of Taizu and Taizong. This article examines
the foundations of military powers of Northern Song Dynasty and its source focusing on
the role which the Dubushu played and background of the people appointed to Dubushu.

Firstly, the author confirmed the history or character of Dubushu and then indicated
that it was necessary to examine the position of the Dubushu looking down the miritary
situation surrounding the Northern Song Dynasty.

Secondly, I surveyed the campaigns and the changes of the military situation during
the reign of the Emperor Taizu and Taizong, and I pointed out that the Dubushu and
the Mobile Brigade (xingying 17 ) in the jurisdiction of the Dubushu consistently played
the core part under these circumstances. Although the diplomatic policy of Northern
Song changed in the reign of Taizong, Dubushu and the Mobile Brigades dealt with the
external situation changing themselves characters.

Thirdly, I examined the foundation of Northern Song military forces based on analysis
of the birthplace, career and human relations of Dubushu. As the result, it is proved that
Dubushu were alternated and recruited through the private relations with emperors or
trust won from them. In addition, Dubushu and their ancestors almost had belonged to
Shatuo (¥7FE) and been from Hebei (i7/4t) region, and moreover there were nomadic/non-
Chinese people. It can be said that these trends were based on the activities by nomadic
people in the mixed nomadic and agricultural area after the rebellion of An-Lusha (Z:#k111)
in the latter of 8th century.

Based on above, I concluded that the foundation of the military force of the Northern

Song Dynasty took over Shatuo and ascend to the rebellion of An Lushan.



