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Stable Imperial Succession and the Issue of Legitimacy in the Nanbokucho Period:

Emperor Meiji’s Decision Regarding the Imperial Lineage and its Historical Influence

Gen NOMURA

The supplementary resolution of the committees of both the House of Representatives
and the House of Councillors regarding the Law for Special Exception of the Imperial
House Law Concerning Abdication, etc. of the Emperor sought from the government
a speedy beginning of deliberations and a report on the findings concerning the issues
involved in achieving a stable Imperial succession and that of female members of the
Imperial family. It is possible that in the future the treatment of male descendants of
former members of the Imperial family will become an issue. The public’s awareness of
the existence of former members of the Imperial family is an issue. However, Emperor
Suko, who is the ancestor of such persons, was determined to not belong to the Imperial
lineage, and so there is also the issue of whether a future Imperial succession should be
entrusted to persons whose ancestor was an Emperor outside of the Imperial lineage.

The reason the ancestor of former members of the Imperial family was considered
to be outside the Imperial lineage is due to the 1911 issue regarding Imperial legitimacy
in the Nanbokucho Period, and Emperor Meiji's decision on Imperial succession based on
the legitimacy of the Imperial line in the Southern Court period. In this paper the author
has attempted to elucidate the deeper aspects within the issue of Imperial legitimacy in
the Nanbokucho Period that had an influence on the present Imperial system, using new
materials as much as possible.

As a result it was learned that Emperor Meiji's decision, while of significance to the
Imperial family in the sense of establishing the legitimate line of Imperial succession,
was given in a text that was neither an imperial edict nor an imperial writ as stipulated
by Koshikirei. Also, that judgment had an impact on members of the Imperial family
belonging to the Fushimi House and its branches, which traced its lineage back to
Emperor Suko of the Northern Court. In the Taisho period and into the Showa period
the lineage of Emperor Suko was reorganized as the lineage of Emperor Go-Fushimi, and
this even extended to a movement to demonstrate that the ancestor of the members of
the Imperial family belonging to the Fushimi House and its branches was not an emperor

outside the Imperial lineage.





