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Abstract
Reports have indicated that reading abilities and syntactic knowledge of Deaf adults
often remain at the level of 10-year-old hearing children. However, a Deaf child who re-

ceives abundant natural sign language from birth is known to develop sign language as
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a first language on par with the development of spoken languages in hearing children.
Since the majority of Deaf children are born to hearing parents with no prior exposure
to sign languages, it is vital to assist both the hearing parents and the Deaf child in
learning sign language at the earliest possible stage of development. This study ob-
served a case in which a hearing mother, with assistance from a Deaf instructor, used
Japanese Sign Language (JSL) to read picture books to her Deaf child over a period of
9 months. Seven out of 130 video-recorded sessions were extracted, and analyses of
these sessions revealed an increase in the number of words used by the mother and
child in both JSL and spoken Japanese, as well as an increase in eye contact. The find-
ings and implications of this study are discussed taking the advice of the Deaf instructor

and interviews with the hearing mother into consideration.
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