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SUMMARY

Nanhai Trade and Mobile Secretariat during the Early Yuan Period:
On the background of Mangyutai’s influence over the maritime
trade administration

Masaki MUKAI

Mangyutai, a Mongolian (Tatar) commander who conducted the sub-
jugation of the Fujian region as the mission of Mobile Secretariat(xing
sheng), was appointed the first Chief of the Maritime Trade Supervisorate
founded at Quanzhou in 1277 just after the city had been seized by the
Yuan troops from the former Southern Sung regime. He continued to
make commitments to maritime trade affairs and often ordered his fleet to
seize trade ships to obtain illegal duties even after he had become the top
official of the Mobile Secretariat at Jianghuai in 1284.

Behind his influence over maritime affairs, one can point out several
conditions that made it possible: (1) Mangy utai’s military influence over
the South China coastal region, (2) his maintained relationship with the
maritime trade administration of the Fujian coastal region through the
appointment of his elder brother Jalayirtai to the top official of the Mari-
time Trade Supervisorate and the Bureau of Salt Distribution in 1284, (3)
his possible involvement in maritime trade, a practice that had never been
legally prohibited and was commonly undertaken by officials of the South
China coastal region. (4) Despite this, he was not a completely auton-
omous maritime military entity but a faithful servant of Qubilai Khan, tak-
ing a ritual of showing loyalty to the Khan, occasionally attending the im-
perial court to report affairs of his former post and directly receiving new
missions.

Through investigating actual situations surrounding these factors, we
can obtain a totally new image of early Yuan maritime trade in which
various actors could officially or privately have participated in and taken
advantage of this trade under conditions of nominal imperial-centered
hierarchic domination.
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