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Some Dimensions of Delinquent Culture

-An Analysis of Monographs Written by C.Shaw-

Mariko TAMAI

This paper tries to capture some dimensions of juvenile delinquent culture and discover the
delinquent theory based on the monographs of Jack-Roller, Natural History of Delinquent Career,
Brothers in Crime, Juvenile Delinquency and Urban Areas written by C.Shaw. The distinctive feature
of his study is to construct a theory from the perspective of a bird's eye (Juvenile Delinquency and
Urban Areas is most manifestly written from this view point) and based on the delinquent boy's own
voice (the other three are written from this view point).

At first, from the data presented in Juvenile Delinquency and Urban Areas, we can recognize
that the center of Chicago was characterized by decreasing of population, poverty and families with a
head of foreign-bom. Still more, a lot of maps which showed the distribution of delinquency showed
that there were areas of high rates of delinquentcy in the center of Chicago. As the delinquency gradu-
ally was scattering from the center to the margin in Chicago area, we can see the same trends of distri-
bution in other American cities.

Secondly, from the data of life hisories, we find that the main writers of their own stories
were seven juvenile boys characterized by the following three points. 1)They were living in the center
of Chicago, 2) their parents were immigrants from Europe, 3) they were repeated offenders. Their
life histories tell us that the temptation to commit delinquent acts was allured by elder people, and the
poverty of their family, and the self-awareness as offenders in consequence of the experiences of
being sent to correctional institutions made them choose the career of offender.

The theory grounded on these data presents that the juvenile delinquency was caused by the
subculture as well. Boys who lived in the slum area with delinquent culture acquired delinquent atti-
tude naturally and their deviancy intensified. In short, through “the definition of the situation” chil-
dren came to contact with the social world, participated in the activities being done routinely around
there, and delinquent acts were part of their unconscious behavior as a result. Therefore the distribu-
tion of the delinquency in the city reflected social values, norms and attitudes to which the children

were exposed. In short, the cause of delinquent bahavior was inherent in the local culture.



