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A note on photograph of “lacunae” following the 2011 tsunami
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Abstract

When we recall something, we perceive a texture rather than memorized data. It is important to clarify how disaster survivors
remember the past, swept away by the tsunami in 2011 and recalled from their own viewpoint while considering their human recovery.
In this paper, I discuss pre-disaster memory as recorded in mundane photographs based on the theory of photographs by Roland
Barthes. I examined two types of photos through two interviews with survivors. First is a photograph that shows “‘what is not in reality,”
and second, a photograph that is “not in reality nor photographed.” I refer to the former as a ‘photograph with missing things’ and the
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latter as a ‘photograph of “lacunae”,” and then consider each and their relationship. As a result, I reveal that everydayness in the
‘photograph with missing things’ has changed into irreplaceability due to the disaster, and the ‘photograph of “lacunae’ evoked
memories of missing and not photographed things because of its lacunae in a photo, and that survivors experienced both types of
recalling, ‘what was already lost is now appearing here as a photo’ in the ‘photograph with missing things’ and ‘what should be in a

photographs is not appearing anywhere.’
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