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Promoting Active Learners: A Comparative Study of Tsunami Education in Japan and Mexico
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Abstract

Educational practice requires those who take the role of instructor and that of the learer. Educational principle explains that educational
practice places the instructor in an authoritative role relative to the learner who assumes the role of a subordinate actor. Although the
relationship of an authoritative instructor/subordinate learner is fundamental for educational communication, the relationship hampers
the formulation of an active attitude on the part of the learner. The author together with local disaster prevention managers (instructors)
implemented a tsunami education protocol at schools and in private sector organizations in 71 case study applications in Zihuatanejo,
Mexico. The authors, in collaboration with the managers carried out the educational trials reflecting the authoritative
instructor/subordinate learner relationship. However, Eva Samano secondary school proved to be exceptional in that the authors and
managers had difficulty in implementing the education using the instructor/subordinate learner protocol at this school. The study
suggests that the approaches’ failure highlighted the flaws of this protocol and raised the possibility of evoking the active attitude of the

learner through a more beneficial approach that invokes a more active role for the learner.
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Keywords: Instructor, Learner, Authoritative-Subordinate relationship, disaster education, active attitude
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