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Planning Kra Canal across the Malay Peninsular :
Correlation and Conflict between Japan and Britain
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Abstract

In the latter half of the 1930s, it was often reported that the Government
of Japan was constructing the Kra Canal, which would stretch across the Malay
Peninsula. The source of the rumor, however, was a poor private investment
project by Kaoru Kusano, father of the poet Shinpei Kusano. In December 1941, a
part of the Japanese army invaded British Burma through the Kra Isthmus. The
writer Jun Takami was ordered to serve in the siege of Victoria Point and released
a propaganda report immediately after the campaign. Upon returning home
Takami produced several novels that echoed the works of Maurice Collis, which he
had read in Burma. In the novels Takami also created characters based on
Chizuna Iwamoto, an explorer advocating strategic immigration to Southeast Asia.
Kusano's plan was partially realised as the Kra Isthmus Railway in December
1943. The railway however was bombed and removed by the Allied forces around
1945. Pan-Asian transport network including the Kra Canal envisioned in the
novel Utopian Future of the Greater Fast Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere (written by
Shinpei Kusano's friend in 1942) may have been partially transformed and
incorporated into China's One Belt and One Road initiative.
Keywords : Kra Canal, Charles Dunlop, Kan Saito, Chizuna Iwamoto, Kaoru
Kusano, Maurice Collis, Jun Takami, Victoria Point, Thai-Burma Railway, Thai
Canal, One Belt and One Road initiative
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