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The Needs for Buddhists Priests in the End-of-life Care in Japan

: Findings from a Mixed Methods Study on Care Staffs
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This paper describes the findings from questionnaire survey and in-depth
interviews on care staffs in nursing homes and hospitals to investigate the needs for
Buddhist priests in the end-of-life care. As results of the survey, it was revealed that
listening to residents or patients without any preaching and/or advising, so-called
“spiritual care”, is most needed among care staffs. It, however, also shows that care staffs
have some needs for Buddhism-oriented assistance such as preaching or service. In
addition, it became clear that care staffs have three types of hesitance: as a profession,
as a member of an organization and by personal experience, to accept spiritual care by
Buddhist priests through in-depth interviews. The interviews also revealed that care
staffs also have two types of condition: for facilities and for Buddhist priests, as for
bringing religious care in their facilities.

Keywords: the needs for Buddhist priests, end-of-life care, spiritual care,
questionnaire survey, in-depth interviews, mixed method research
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