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Title: An essay for the Meaning of Authority
in Human Development
NAKATO Yoshio

In the trend of democratic education after the war, it was considered rather anachronistic to discuss a
matter like authority in the context of education. Critical reconsideration against education for the
nation before the war could be the main factor for this. However one can not easily emagine educa-
tional activities without any kind of authority involved between parents and children or teachers and
students and so on. It can be soid even unreal to understand educational relationship simply as equal
and symmetrical.

This essay features K.Jaspers’ theory of authority as a clue for studying the matter of
authority. Authority, according to him, is not anything absolute, but it is something dynamic and his-

torical which stands in the tensional balance with freedom and trust.
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This view point can lead to more realistic understanding of concepts like freedom and trust which
have been discussed again and again in the field of education . In this light, this essay gives under-
standing of authority from the view of human development, a wider view than education. Leaming

from K.Jaspers who lived through the era of upheaval, I would like to find out the meaning of authori-

ty of our own time.



