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Non-factual and individualistic ‘solution’ for constitutional problem about
meaning
Ken SHIGETA

What makes it the case that a speaker means not others but a certain thing by a
linguistic expression? The transcendental or constitutional problem about meaning that
Kripke (not himself but Wittgenstein’s argument as it struck him) raised leads to self-
destructive and paradoxical conclusion that our ordinal language is totally nonsense unless
whatever solution might be given to it whether it is ‘straightforward’ or ‘skeptical.’

Potent responses to the problem that have ever been proposed can be classified largely
into three alternatives; the first is realism of meaning, the second is irrealism of meaning and
non-factualism of semantic discourse, the third is irrealism of meaning and eliminativism
of semantic discourse. The first attempts to solve the problem straightforwardly. The second
endeavors to provide for the conditions that allow us to use semantical statements in order
to avoid its paradoxical conclusion, while accepting the skeptical conclusion as valid. The
third intends to eradicate the fundamental ground of the paradox of meaning by eliminating
semantic statements completely from our language.

From the second standpoint, I have proposed individualistic non-factual solution
that is distinguished from and opposed to communitarian non-factual solution that Kripke
ascribes to Wittgenstein wrongly. Further I attempt to justify that the individualistic solution
is consistent with Wittgenstein’s view about meaning, if it cannot be identified with his
own. In this paper I will attempt to provide for the conditions of the individualistic non-
factual solution (or solitary language) as exact and convincing as possible and then verify
that it is possible to satisfy them logically and empirically. Based on it, I will confirm that

by satisfying those conditions it is possible for solitary language to come into existence.
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