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SUMMARY

How Should We Consider the Reality of the Historical Event?
— An examination of A. C: Danto’s narrative theory of history.
‘Yoshitaka OTSUKA

It is undoubtedly A. C. Danto’s Analytical Philosophy of History (1968)
that makes obvious the importance of the narrative theory of history in terms
of the modern philosophy of history. Making good use of “Ideal Chronicle”,
“narrative sentences” and “narrative structures”, the concepts which have
great influences upon following disputants, Danto takes the historiography as
a narrative constitution which characteristically consists of the nieaning rela-
tions between past events. So Danto seems to stand on the historical anti-
realism insofar as he understands the historical description as an invention of
such meaning relations, but on the other hand, he strangely admits the histori-
cal realism that the reality of historical entitiés is verifiable in advance of tell-
ing the story. It is necessary to discuss the interdependence relation between
the historical events and the story-telling, so to speak ‘zthg narrative circula-
tion”, in order to solve Danto’s contradiction and to make explicit the reciproc-
ity between our historical knowledge of the past and its ontological status, by
which most of the problems in the reflection of the history are brought about.
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