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Trends of Computer-Processing Engineers after the 1980s

Taiko MASUDA

In the information services, enterprises have employed mainly new university graduates. They receive
training to become computer processing engineers in the company. At the time of their employment,
they are not expected to be equipped with the knowledge and skills as engineers. It is said that infor-
mation services are labor-intensive. Therefore, it should cost much to train lay employees to become
engineers. Why has this form of employment and training become popular? To answer this question
and grasp the trends of computer- processing engineer after the 1980s, the author surveys the statis-
tics for information services. We can see the structure of work in compliance with the manufacturing
processes in the information services. Many engineers are university graduates and a quarter of them
have studied humanities or social sciences. First, they work as computer programmers, then as system
engineers, and finally, they become managers of the sections or project groups.

In the 1980s, because computer-processing engineers were in very short supply, some problems of
labor managemant were pointed out. In those days, information services grew remarkably. But after
the economic stagnation beginning around 1991, their growth stopped. In the middle of the 1990s,it
seems that the problem of shortage of engineers is overcome, but they have become more specialized
and advanced engineers are still in short supply. Consequentry the form of employment and training

will change. Along with this, the significance of school education for them will also change.



