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SUMMARY

From botany to narrative
— Represented nature in J. P. Jacobsen’s Mogens —

Yusuke OKUYAMA

Jens Peter Jacobsen (1847-1885) is an author who represents Danish
literature from 1870’s to 1880’s on the one hand. On the other hand, he is
also a competent botanist, known by his translation of Charles Darwin’s
On the Origin of Species.

There seems to be a wide gap between these two contrastive
callings. But we can see a consistent feature in all his texts including
both his literary works and scientific articles. On the basis of microscopic
observations of cytoplasmic streaming, Jacobsen comes to focus on
motions which are omnipresent in all the nature. According to Jacobsen,
they represent cryptic eros and reverie which are universal in nature. In
other words, it can be said that they give shape to lives in nature.

Jacobsen describes such images of nature through the protagonist’s
perception in his first novel Mogens (1872). This article aims to illustrate
his relation to nature and thereby to elucidate the way of the author to
represent nature which is remarkable both in his fictional and scientific
texts.

In chapter 1, I explain the meaning of motions in Jacobsen’s works
on the basis of his biographic background and some subtexts such as his
diary and his botanical article.

In chapter 2, I analyze the images of nature which Mogens looks
at. Mogens’ character is described as if he has equivalent relation with
nature. The storyteller represents the images of nature through Mogens’
perception.

In chapter 3, I emphasize the frailty of Mogens’ social identity and
his isolation from the people who have idealistic view of nature. He lacks
ability of memorizing and accumulating experiences which provide the
tendency of perception. He always presents primitive images of nature
without any influence of acquired culture. At the end of the story he
succeeds in sharing these images with his wife. At this time his longing
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to the depth of nature and the sensual pleasure finds happy satisfaction.

Finally I conclude it is the representation of images of nature that
integrates Jacobsen’s literary and scientific description to his completely
harmonious ecriture.
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