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The crisis of Masjid and Hui Identity : Religion and

ethnicity among Chinese Muslims in Taiwan

Mizuka Kimura

Ethnic identity and its religious identity not always have a complete crossover. In
the case that an ethnic group does not share a single religion, differenciation of ethnicity
will occur. And when several ethnic groups share a single religion, resonance of ethnicity

through religion will occur.

In this paper I will analyze the ethnicity and religion of Chinese Muslims in Taiwan.
Chinese Muslims in Taiwan refer to the Muslims who migrated from mainland China
to Taiwan after 1945 and their offspring. Dispute arguing if Chinese Muslims are a
religious group or an ethnic group has continued before their immigration to Taiwan.
China government decided to make Chinese Muslims in Taiwan as a minority nationality,
but Taiwan government decided to make them as a religious group. Chinese Muslims
in Taiwan also have both religious identity and ethnic identity. In this paper I will
discuss Chinese Muslims in Taiwan assert different categorical identity when they

defend Mosque at the crisis of it.

Key Words
ethnic identity, religious identity, Chinese Muslims in Taiwan, the crisis of a

Magjid, slides and overlaps of the relationship between ethnicity and religion
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