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A Study Concerning Explorative Surveys and Indepth Interviewing

Tomohiro HASHIMOTO

This study deals with issues concerning how to achieve the purpose of an explorative survey,
and the use of an interview method. Depending on the purpose, serveys can be divided into
"exploratory,” "descriptive” and " hypothetical” types. The purpose of an explorative survey is
to collect facts concerning certain phenomenon, the subject of study, which are used to construct
and develop the framework of a study. The first part of this study is concerned with methods of
attaining adequate results in an explorative survey, focusing particulary on the question of how
to define subjects. The second part deals with precaution necessary in indepth interviews. As
the purpose of psychological studies is to explore attitudes, motivations and needs of individ-
uals, the explorative servey should have its goal a true realization of the inner world of an
individual, without any preconceptions. In stead of the superficial, conscious aspects of an
individual, the deeper layers of consciousness should be considered as a more vital subject
matter. Thus the indepth interview carries great importance. However, the requirements of ob-
jectivity in a research interview are more considerable than in a clinical setting. The issue then
is how to secure the necessary objectivity, when the indepth interview is by nature strongly
subjective. This study tries to discuss the advantages and disadvantage of the indepth interview,
and examines the problems of securing the objectivity which is necessary to conduct research.



