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A STUDY ON F. FROBEL'S THOUGHT OF THE
MEANING OF CHILDREN FOR MEN II

Satoji YANO

In my previous study, *“A study on F.Frébel’s thought of the meaning of children”,
I have cleared that “the unifying of life”, which is the expression of “the mission
of men”, is the central theme of Frobel’s thought, and that for men the striving
for “the unifying of life” practically means to have and live with (to or for) child-
ren. This statement is founded on Frébel’s theory of children. “Children” is the
most important key concept to understand his thought. I have distinguished and
categorized three aspects in Frobel’s theory of children.

(1) According to Frobel, children are by no means originally sinful. On the con-
trary, they are innocent and sound. They are the expression of the divine law. So
men can find their lives distorted and injured by contrasting their own lives with
those pure lives of children. Thus men can refine and inspire their lives by living
with children.

(2) Children are the successors of the continual development of mankind. In other
words, they are the agents in the realization of the divine law. This realization can
not be fulfilled in one generation. It must be continued endlessly by successive gen-
erations. So from the view point of this “mission of men”, men should be with
children and be engaged in educating them.

(3) To have children means “the unifying of life” between man and woman. To
educate children promotes in men the awareness and realization of the divine law.
Children being the expression of the eternal, or the divine, we can look out the
paradice through children.

In short, the striving for “the unifying of life” in men (“the mission of men™)
means to live with (to or for) children.

On this study, I try to investigate the spatial meaning of Kindergarten by starting
from the conclusion I have reached in my previous study. I argue that Kindergarten
is the very space in which “the unifying of life” can be realized. We can distin-
guish and categorize four aspects.

(1) Kindergarten as a divine space——As has been shown in my previous study,
Frobel’s central subject is to realize “the unifying of life” and “the renewing of life”
(the renewing of individual man and society). Kindergarten is the base from which
the new world is to be realized. So we may say that Kindergarten is an Eden re-

stored. Kindergarten is a divine space.
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(2) Kindergarten as a playing space——Based on the theory “the primary accordance
of microcosmos with macrocosmos”, he stated that the body movements can symboli-
cally express a microcosmos, and that play and the play with “Gabe” enable children
to have a presentiment of the divine law. Kindergarten is a playing space.

(3) Kindergarten as a planting space——According to Frobel, plants enable men to
realize the divine law. Children can realize the life cycle of men and “the mission
of men” by cultivating plants. So in Kindergarten there should be gardens of child-
ren’s own in which they can plant themselves.

(4) Kindergarten as a festive space Kindergarten is the base for the purpose of
restoring an earthly paradise. The children’s “play festival” is the remarkable ex-
pression of the purpose. In this festival children realize “the unifying of life” by
circling round and round, then parents and other men around them also experience
the same “unifying of life”. Both men and children will have a presentiment of the
ideal life through this experience. We can see the most significant aspect of Kinder-

garten in “Kindergarten as a festive space”.



