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Aged Society Images as a Perspective on Our Society
and Some Characteristics of those Images

Akiko lwaBucHI and Atsushi Mol

Japan has been an aged society siddd]l and the aging process is continuing. This
article analyzes how people think about “aged society images.” Aged society images are
composed of notions and beliefs about the roles of the elderly, and institutions and
values in an aged society. It is supposed that social attributes such as age, gender and
social class, affect what image people have about their society. We believe that the
relationship between aged society images and social attributes is important because these
images will influence many things. For example, social policies for dealing with aging,
people’s financial plans for their lives, intergenerational care relationships, and the self-
images and psychological well-being of the middle—aged and elderly.

We use data from the Japan Survey on Information SoCieys] which had[I1T]
respondents ranging in age framl to [1J year$] response ratéJMO [0 Using the data,
this paper describes some aspects of aged society images. It identifies the casual factors
of these images through an analysis of the relationship between the images and social
attributes. This study is only a preliminary step toward more advanced analysis, so its
purpose is to supply basic empirical information about aged society images.

Some studies have already shown that aged society images have positive and negative
dimensions. Our questionnaire about aged society images(Ihagems. Among these
items, (11 items are about positive images afnd items are about negative images.
Subjects’ responses ranged from “agree” to “disagree” am-step Likert scale.

The results are as follows. First, the majority of aged society images are negative.
While people optimistically imagine that(1) aged society will have humanistic
relationships in communities and good welfare systerfis,they are pessimistic about
employment, politics and the economfg) The customary images of the elderly as weak
remained unchanged)) but new images of the elderly as active and productive are
becoming more common. Second, positive images don't necessarily mean that subjects
don't also hold negative images. Therefore it is not appropriate to say that when one has
strong positive images hshe doesn’'t have negative images. Positive images are strongly
correlated with the subjective variable, stratum identification. On the other hand, negative
images strongly correlate with the objective variables, age, educational background,
occupational prestige, and family income, but only weakly correlate with stratum
identification. The result of this correlation analysis suggests that positive images and
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negative images have several different casual factors and compositional processes. Finally,
to understand how social attributes affect one’s aged society images, the cross—tabulation
tables are examined. The results reveal that those who are located lower in the social
stratum objectively and have lower stratum identification often hold negative images and

find it difficult to hold positive images.



