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The Significance of Reproductions by Shuetsu Koda

SHIMODE, Mari

This paper uses gold lacquer master Shuetsu Koda’s (1881-1933) statements to verify the
significance of the 2 reproductions Writing Box with Woven Fence Chrysanthemum Design
(Tsurugaoka Hachimangu Shrine) from the Kamakura Period and Kouetsu Honami’s Writing Box
with Pontoon Bridge (Tokyo National Museum) in his creative activities. After the Meiji Era, the
circumstances surrounding lacquer art changed significantly. Industrial arts were promoted and
export policies were actively recommended. This led to promoting the entire arts industry for art
exhibition. With focus tending to be on the artist’s individuality, it seems Shuetsu Koda placed
special importance on traditional lacquerware to symbolize Japanese art. Sekka Kamisaka’s
instruction and a focus on Koetsu Honami are clear in the background of this thought formation.
Materials that provide especially important hints include Imperial Kyoto Museum Lectures No.
12 (1935) and Nihon Shikki Shimbun articles. These discourses clarify Shuetsu’s awareness
towards lacquerware symbolizing Japanese culture with a connection to tradition and express
apprehension towards modern lacquer creation. As Fuko Shibasaki said, “It is dignified to
incorporate new trends while identifying what to maintain.” Shuetsu’s works were popular during
the Taisho Period receiving praise in the lacquerware world. The 2 reproductions by Shuetsu Koda
clearly symbolize the cultural leaders of their generation and were based on trying to learn this

mentality from masterpieces reflecting the beauty of the times.
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