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Medical Perspectives on Disorders and Family Formation:
A Quantitative Text Analysis of Healthcare Papers

Keiko TAKEDA

Abstract:

The prevailing medical perspective regarding disability has strongly impacted family formation among disabled
people; however, this viewpoint tends to be treated as a stereotype and its dimensions have not been empirically
revealed. In this study, we used quantitative text analysis to examine characteristics of the medical perspective of
disability and family formation. A cluster analysis using "Background" of Japanese articles in healthcare fields
with a combined focus on disability and reproduction identified 11 subjects; encompassing the historical transition
of welfare for the disabled, support effects, psychological impacts of pregnancy, overcoming difficulties in family
formation, perinatal medical issues, home care, medical support in daily life, childcare business, child abuse, effects
of long-term health problems, and stress research. But then 9 subjects, namely, family formation of persons with
spinal cord injuries, respect for autonomy of disabled people, development of childcare support systems, family
formation and meaning of life, factors related to family formation for persons with disabilities, the process of
accepting disabilities, empathy, problems with home care systems, and collaboration with educational institutions,
were found at "Consideration" of articles. A medical perspective is ideal for healthy family formation that overcomes

disabilities in that it aims to walk together with the disabled; however, it is hindered by inadequate systemic supports.

Key Words : quantitative text analysis, healthcare studies, disability, family formation, medical perspective



