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Laughing Maizuru
-thinking in totsu-totsu action-

Masaru Nishikawa (Center for the Study of Communication-Design : CSCD, Osaka University)
Takeshi Toyohira (general incorporated association torindo / Maizuru RB)

Mariko Mori (Director of general incorporated association torindo / Artistic Director of Maizuru RB)
Osamu Jyareo (Dancer,Choreographer)

Yukiko Awaji (Special nursing home for the elderly Graceville Maizuru)
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‘Totsu-totsu (in a halting or faltering way) Dance’, a stage performance by
dancer Osamu Jareo and a group of elderly people with dementia has been success-
fully presented in March, 2010. The performance was based on the series of dance
workshop sessions initiated by Maizuru RB and conducted since 2009 at Grace Ville
Maizuru, a special nursing home for the aged. Since the performance, dance work-
shop sessions have been continued as an ongoing search for possibilities of bodily
communication in dementia care. Together with study sessions aiming to find ways
to describe moments of truth in relationships between caregivers and caretakers, as
well as the ‘Cultural Anthropology Cafe’, a project looking for ways to establish dia-
logs between people of different cultural backgrounds with different values, the three
became integrated as the unified ‘Totsu-totsu Project’.

The Totsu-totsu Project has been running for two years, attracting a growing in-
terest not only among those related to the care institution, but also among various
people in the community. This paper is a report of an ongoing practical attempt to
structure cooperation in the community and suggest new ways for facilities for the
elderly to evolve.
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